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Fighting Hate, Across Cultures and Generations
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Chester Higgins Jr./The New York Times
Jacqueline Murekatete and David Gewirtzman often speak with students, to describe their experiences escaping mass killings in Rwanda and Poland.



David Gewirtzman and Jacqueline Murekatete stood before a restless group of students at Great Neck North High School, waiting to tell their stories. They seemed to be an unlikely pair speaking on what seemed an unlikely topic - genocide - for a group of teenagers munching on sandwiches and rustling snack wrappers. 

By the time they had finished, however, the only sound that could be heard in the room was the faint hum of a radiator.

Mr. Gewirtzman, a 75-year-old retired pharmacist who lives in Great Neck, N.Y., on Long Island, survived the Holocaust by spending almost two years burrowed with other members of his family under a pigsty on a Polish farm.

Now, he visits local schools, hoping that by telling of his experiences, he can educate students and help to prevent a killing like the Holocaust from happening again.

When he spoke at a high school in Queens two years ago, Ms. Murekatete, then a student, was in the audience. She said his story had made her burst into tears. She wrote him a note relating her own horrible story, which took place in Rwanda, in central Africa, in 1994. She narrowly escaped being hacked to death by a rival tribe. Her family - both parents and all six siblings - did not.

"I finally found someone who understood what I went through because he went through the same thing," said Ms. Murekatete, now 19 and a freshman at the State University at Stony Brook.

Mr. Gewirtzman met the teenager, heard her story and suggested she begin speaking to groups with him. 

It would not bring her family back, he said, but it might save other families from potential genocide. It would also help to heal her own pain.

"We are as different as can be," he told the students.

"She's black, I'm white; she's young, I'm old; she's African and Christian and I'm a Jew from Poland. Yet we're like brother and sister, because we're bound by the common trauma of our experience and a common history of pain and suffering and persecution."

Now they appear regularly together, hoping that they can bring experience and relevance to a harsh subject. But neither expected the impression they would have on each other, and how deep their friendship would grow with the only apparent bond being death. 

Elaine Weiss, a history teacher at the high school who directs its social science research center, said she asked them to speak because "the kids can identify with an 18-year-old girl better than they can with a 75-year-old man."

She said, "Our kids read theories about racism and genocide in books. But when they hear similar real-life stories from a white European man and a black African teenager 55 years apart in age, who lived through events 50 years apart in history, it's not a theory anymore. It's alive."

Mr. Gewirtzman grew up in a small village in Poland and in November 1942, the family persuaded a local farmer to hide them and some relatives - eight people in all - for 20 months in a small trench below a pigsty strewn with mud and pig waste. 

Day after day in the hole, they would argue whether to surrender to the Nazis, he recalled.

"At times my father would yell at me, 'Why did you lead us here? We should have gone to Treblinka and gotten it over with,'" Mr. Gewirtzman said. "I'd tell him, 'You may want to die, but don't you want your children to live?' Then he would snap out of it."

"We thought there wasn't a Jew in Europe still alive, but for some reason, I never once doubted we would survive," he said. "Maybe I was too young and naïve, but I never lost hope."

They did not escape until July 31, 1944, when the Nazis retreated.

Mr. Gewirtzman and his family lived in Europe for several years, then came to the United States in 1948. He served in the United States Army in Germany. 

He and his wife have two grown sons and he also volunteers at the Nassau Holocaust Memorial Center, in Glen Cove, Long Island.

As Mr. Gewirtzman spoke, the students became spellbound. Some still held back tears as Ms. Murekatete began telling how she grew up as the second oldest of seven children on a family farm in Rwanda. Her family were members of a Tutsi tribe. In April 1994, when she was 9, the news came over the radio that the Hutu president had been killed. Groups of Hutu men and boys wielding guns, machetes and clubs began descending upon villages, killing Tutsis.

The day they reached her village, Ms. Murekatete was visiting her grandmother Magdalene Mukasharangabo in a nearby village. Her grandmother saved her by taking her to an orphanage.

After two months, she learned from surviving cousins that her family - her mother, father, two sisters, and four brothers - had been tortured and hacked to pieces with machetes. Most of her other relatives were also killed, including her grandmother.

She was brought to New York in October 1995, by an uncle who legally adopted her and applied for political asylum for her. She spoke only Kinyarwanda, but was placed in a fifth-grade class and soon learned English and began excelling in school.

She said she still sees her family in her dreams. Other times, though, she is chased by the men with machetes.

"I've never gone to a counselor or a therapist," she said. "At first, I guess I hoped it might just go away."

She said, "Some of my friends are afraid to ask me about it and I'm not a person who talks about my problems."

Ms. Murekatete is currently writing a book about her recollections of the genocide in Rwanda. 

She also said that last September, she met the human rights advocate Elie Wiesel at an International Day of Peace ceremony at the United Nations. After hearing her story, he hugged her and said he would help her publish it. 

With many cousins, aunts and uncles killed and only a few relatives left, Ms. Murekatete has grown close to Mr. Gewirtzman and his wife, Lillian, a Polish Jew, who had been sent with her family to Siberia for six years while Russia occupied Poland. Ms. Murekatete visits their home in Great Neck and has been to their summer home in the Hamptons. The Gewirtzmans went to her high school graduation, and she had tears in her eyes.

"I didn't know what to do with my experience and he showed me," she said when asked about that day.

Mr. Gewirtzman said, "In a way, we've become sort of parents to her."

"We both went through a traumatic experience," he said, "but instead of remaining bitter and angry and seeking revenge, we both resolved to spend the anger in a positive manner, to prevent this from ever happening again." 

Ms. Murekatete shows listeners that racial hatred has outlived the Holocaust, and that genocide was not just something that happened to an old Jewish man from Poland, he said.

"When I go to an inner-city school, the kids might think they have nothing in common with some Jews 60 years ago, or me with slavery," he said.

"But when they see both of us, they see the problem is the same," he said. "It transcends race and ethnicity. People are still being taught hatred and it is hatred that we are fighting."

Ms. Murekatete said, "Sometimes, students ask if they can help, and I say, The best thing you can do for me is to educate yourselves so this doesn't continue to happen."
Copyright 2005 The New York Times Company

Online streaming video of these speakers can be found at http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/africa/jan-june04/genocide_04-09-04.html
Watch a video of Ms. Murekatete’s story at http://www.mtvu.com/on_mtvu/graduation/ 
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1928--born in Sighet, Romania

1944--deported to Auschwitz

Jan.1945--father dies in Buchenwald

Apr.1945—liberated from concentration camp

1948--moved to Paris to study at the Sorbonne

1948--work in journalism begins

1954--decides to write about the Holocaust

1956--hit by a car in New York 

1958--Night is published

1963--receives U.S. citizenship

1964--returned to Sighet

1965--first trip to Russia

1966--publishes Jews of Silence 

1969--married Marion Rose

1972--son is born

1978--appointed chair of Presidential Commission on the Holocaust

1980--Commission renamed U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council

1985--awarded Congressional Gold Medal of Achievement

1986—awarded Nobel Peace Prize

1995—publishes memoirs
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Elie Wiesel's statement, "...to remain silent and indifferent is the greatest sin of all..."stands as a succinct summary of his views on life and serves as the driving force of his work. Wiesel is the author of 36 works dealing with Judaism, the Holocaust, and the moral responsibility of all people to fight hatred, racism and genocide. 
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Born September 30, 1928, Eliezer Wiesel led a life representative of many Jewish children. Growing up in a small village in Romania, his world revolved around family, religious study, community and God. Yet his family, community and his innocent faith were destroyed upon the deportation of his village in 1944. Arguably the most powerful and renowned passage in Holocaust literature, his first book, Night, records the inclusive experience of the Jews: 

Never shall I forget that night, the first night in camp, which has turned my life into one long night, seven times cursed and seven times sealed. Never shall I forget that smoke. Never shall I forget the little faces of the children, whose bodies I saw turned into wreaths of smoke beneath a silent blue sky.
Never shall I forget those flames which consumed my faith forever.
Never shall I forget that nocturnal silence which deprived me, for all eternity, of the desire to live. Never shall I forget those moments which murdered my God and my soul and turned my dreams to dust. Never shall I forget these things, even if I am condemned to live as long as God Himself. Never.

And Wiesel has since dedicated his life to ensuring that none of us forget what happened to the Jews. 

Wiesel survived Auschwitz, Buna, Buchenwald and Gleiwitz. After the liberation of the camps in April 1945, Wiesel spent a few years in a French orphanage and in 1948 began to study in Paris at the Sorbonne. He became involved in journalistic work with the French newspaper L'arche. He was acquainted with Nobel laureate Francois Mauriac, who eventually influenced Wiesel to break his vowed silence and write of his experience in the concentration camps, thus beginning a lifetime of service. 
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Elie Wiesel -- age 15

Wiesel has since published over thirty books, earned the Nobel Peace Prize, been appointed to chair the President's Commission on the Holocaust, awarded the Congressional Gold Medal of Achievement and more. Due to a fateful car accident in New York in 1956, Wiesel spent a year confined to a wheelchair while recovering. It was during this year that he made the decision to become a U.S. citizen and is still today an active figure within our society, as well as fulfilling his role in Jewish politics around the world. 

Wiesel's job as chairman of the President's Commission on the Holocaust was the planning of an American memorial to the victims of the Holocaust. The Report to the President on the President's Commission on the Holocaust focuses on memory. Wiesel writes that the reason for creating the museum must include; denying the Nazi's a posthumous victory, honoring the last wish of victims to tell, and protecting the future of humanity from such evil recurring. Always maintaining his dedicated belief that although all the victims of the Holocaust were not Jewish, all Jews were victims of the Holocaust, Wiesel advocated placing the major emphasis of the memorial on the annihilation of the Jews, while still remembering the murder of other groups. 

Guided by the unique nature of the Holocaust and the moral obligation to remember, the Commission decided to divide and emphasize the museum into areas of memorial, museum, education, research, commemoration and action to prevent recurrence. In order to come to these decisions, a group of 57 members of the Commission and Advisory Board -- including Senators, Rabbis, Christians, professors, judges, Congressmen, Priests, Jews, men and women -- traveled to Eastern Europe, Denmark and Israel to study Holocaust memorials and cemeteries and to meet with other public officials. The emotional pain and commitment required by such a trip is remarkable, and Wiesel's leadership is undeniably noteworthy. 
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Wiesel with Yitzhak Rabin

Wiesel remained chairman of the Committee until 1986. He has aided in the recognition and remembrance of Soviet Jews, the establishment of Israel and has dedicated the latter part of his life to the witness of the second-generation and the vital requirement that memory and action be carried on after the survivors have all left us. Wiesel's own words are the best explanation: 

Let us remember, let us remember the heroes of Warsaw, the martyrs of Treblinka, the children of Auschwitz. They fought alone, they suffered alone, they lived alone, but they did not die alone, for something in all of us died with them. 


SOURCE: Site hosted by the University of Virginia - http://xroads.virginia.edu/~CAP/HOLO/ELIEBIO.HTM
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Significant Quotations:

As you read Elie Wiesel’s memoir Night, keep track of quotations that strike you as meaningful, important, or noteworthy.  Jot down your reaction to the quotation.  Why does this particular quote stand out to you, and why do you think it is important?

Page Number:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Quotation: 
“___________________________________________________________________________________



  ___________________________________________________________________________________



  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  __________________________________________________________________________________”

Reactions:
  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Page Number:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Quotation: 
“___________________________________________________________________________________



  ___________________________________________________________________________________



  ___________________________________________________________________________________



  __________________________________________________________________________________”

Reactions:
  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Page Number:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Quotation: 
“___________________________________________________________________________________



  ___________________________________________________________________________________



  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  __________________________________________________________________________________”

Reactions:
  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Page Number:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Quotation: 
“___________________________________________________________________________________



  ___________________________________________________________________________________



  ___________________________________________________________________________________



  __________________________________________________________________________________”

Reactions:
  ___________________________________________________________________________________


  ___________________________________________________________________________________
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS




Things to think about as you read

1. Why are the warnings of "horrible things to come" from Moshe the Beadle not taken seriously? Are there other warnings?

2. What would be the considerations for your decision to warn others, keep quiet or take action in a similar situation?

3. Why does Madame Schachter scream? Is she a madwoman or a prophet?

4. Why are the prisoners so angry with the newly arrived Jews?

5. After prisoners are shaven, given tattoos and uniforms, what are they left with?

6. Why do Eliezer and the other prisoners respond so emotionally to the hanging of the child? Why were the SS "more preoccupied, more disturbed than usual?"

7. Discuss how Eliezer’s relationship with his father changes throughout the book.

8. The Kaddish, the traditional Jewish prayer of mourning, does not mention the dead and instead praises God. In Night, what did it mean that living people recited it for themselves and why did this anger Eliezer?

9. What advice does the head of the block give to Eliezer on page 105? How does it compare to the advice given by the young Pole on page 38?

10. Wiesel concludes his work by writing, "a corpse gazed back at me, the look in his eye, as they stared at mine, has never left me." Discuss this statement.

11. From deportation from Sighet to murder at Birkenau, deception was often used to confuse the prisoners. How does does deception dehumanize?

12. What is the symbolism of the word "night" in the book?

13. How is Wiesel’s moral struggle an important element of Night?

14. Why do you think survivors often feel guilty?

15. What hints of hope does Wiesel offer us?

16. Why do you think Wiesel tells his story in the first person? If Night were written in the third person, would it be more or less believable?

17. Why is this book relevant today?
Source: Chicago Public Library, http://www.chipublib.org/003cpl/onebook_night/questions.html

Web Based Resources For 
Our Study of NIGHT

More On Elie Wiesel And Night

The Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity

http://www.eliewieselfoundation.org
Elie Wiesel and his wife, Marion, established The Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity soon after he was awarded the 1986 Nobel Prize for Peace. The Foundation's mission, rooted in the memory of the Holocaust, is to combat indifference, intolerance and injustice through international dialogue and youth-focused programs that promote acceptance, understanding and equality.
Remarks at Millennium Evening with Elie Wiesel – “The Perils of Indifference: Lessons Learned from a Violent Century”

http://www.pbs.org/eliewiesel/resources/millennium.html
Read and reflect on Elie Wiesel’s speech to President Clinton and the attendees of the Millennium evening lecture in April of 1999.

Speak Truth To Power: An Interview with Elie Wiesel

http://www.pbs.org/speaktruthtopower/elie.html
“What I want, what I’ve hoped for all my life, is that my past should not become your children’s future.”

First Person Singular

http://www.pbs.org/eliewiesel/
This site, sponsored by Public Broadcasting Stations (PBS), features interviews, timelines, and speeches made about and by Elie Wiesel.

Chicago Public Library

http://www.chipublib.org/003cpl/onebook_night/night.html
Chicago recently chose Night for its all city read.  This site has a great deal of information on both the book and on the author.

Learning More About the Holocaust

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

http://www.ushmm.org/
Watch streaming videos of interviews, listen to free podcasts, and learn all you can from this amazing resource.

Remember.org

http://remember.org/educate/
An amazing and diverse collection of web resources for learning more about the history and impact of the Holocaust.

Holocaust Resources

http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/resource.htm
This site, sponsored by the Florida Center for Instructional Technology, features links to sound recordings, streaming videos, primary historical documents, and so much more.  This site contains a wealth of information, including the following pages:

Holocaust Timeline

http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/timeline/timeline.htm
This page contains links to a great deal of historical information on World War II, specifically focusing on the development of the concentration camps in Nazi occupied Germany, Poland, and Russia.

Movie Clips

http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/MOVIES.htm
This page features many streaming video clips of historical images as well as survivors talking about their struggles.

Memory and Witness

http://www.ushmm.org/dom3u.cgi/media/audio/conscience/2006/02/2006-02-03.mp3
Listen to this podcast as Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel discusses the importance of remembering the events of the Holocaust.

More About Genocide

Voices on Genocide Prevention, The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

http://www.ushmm.org/conscience/podcasts/
Bridget Conley-Zilkic, Project Director of the Committee on Conscience, recently talked to Louise Mushikiwabo about her new book, Rwanda Means the Universe: A Native's Memoir of Blood and Bloodlines.  Listen to her podcast on the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s website.

On the Atrocities in Sudan by Elie Wiesel
http://www.ushmm.org/conscience/alert/darfur/wiesel.htm
Read author Elie Wiesel’s remarks on the genocide happening currently in the Darfur region of the Sudan.

Human Rights Watch

http://hrw.org/doc/?t=africa&c=sudan
An information packed site with information about a number of different genocides, including a wealth of information on the Rwandan and Sudanese conflicts.

The Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, University of Minnesota

http://www.chgs.umn.edu/
A wealth of information which includes primary documents.

Facing History and Ourselves

http://www.facinghistory.org/
Facing History and Ourselves is based on the belief that education in a democracy must be what Alexis de Tocqueville called "an apprenticeship in liberty." Facing History helps students find meaning in the past and recognize the need for participation and responsible decision making.
Glossary for Night
A













achtung: German for "Attention!"

Aden: a former Middle Eastern British colony, now part of Yemen

anti-Semitism: hostility toward or discrimination against Jews as a religious or ethnic minority group, often accompanied by social, economic, or political discrimination

Appelplatz (Appellplatz): German for roll call square

Aryan: in Nazi Germany, non-Jewish and non-Gypsy Caucasians. Northern Europeans with especially "Nordic" features such as blonde hair and blue eyes were considered by the so-called race scientists to be the most superior of Aryans, members of a "master race."

Auschwitz: the largest Nazi Concentration Camp complex, located 37 miles west of Kraków, Poland. The Auschwitz Main Camp (Auschwitz I) was established in 1940 as a concentration camp. In 1942, a killing center was established at Auschwitz-Birkenau (Auschwitz II). In 1941, Auschwitz-Monowitz (Auschwitz III) was established as a forced labor camp and included among its inmates prisoners who worked for the I.G. Farben synthetic rubber plant, called Buna Works. More than 100 subcamps and labor detachments were administratively connected to Auschwitz III.

automaton: (n.) an individual who acts in a mechanical fashion

B













Babylonian captivity: in the history of the Jews, the period from the fall of Jerusalem and the conquest of the Kingdom of Judah by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.E. until the return of the Jews to Jerusalem following a decree of the Persian King Cyrus in 538 B.C.E.

Beadle, Moishe the: a beadle ushers and preserves order during services. Everyone in Sighet refers to Eliezer's instructor in the Kabbalah as "Moishe the Beadle" rather than by his last name to denote his function at religious services.

benediction: (n.) a blessing, which often concludes religious services

billeted: (v.) to assign lodging to soldiers

Birkenau: also known as Auschwitz II (see Auschwitz above), Birkenau contained the large-scale killing apparatus at Auschwitz. It also housed thousands of concentration camp prisoners deployed at forced labor.

blandishment: (n.) something that tends to coax or cajole; flattery

Boche: a derogatory French slang term for a German

Buchenwald: a large concentration camp established in 1937 by the Nazis located in north-central Germany, near the city of Weimar

Buna, Bunaweke: plant established by I.G. Farben on the site of Auschwitz III (Monowitz) in German-occupied Poland. I.G. Farben executives aimed to produce synthetic rubber and synthetic fuel (gasoline), using forced labor. Despite the death of thousands of forced laborers, I.G. Farben never produced any synthetic rubber and was unable to mass produce synthetic fuel. (See Auschwitz above.)

C













cabbala (see Kabbalah): a body of mystical teachings of rabbinical origin, often based on an esoteric interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures
colic: (n.) severe abdominal pain caused by spasm, obstruction, or distention of any of the hollow viscera, such as the intestines
concentration camp: in Germany and German-occupied Europe, camps established by the Nazi regime and managed by the SS to detain and, if necessary, kill so-called enemies of the state, including Jews, Gypsies, political and religious opponents, members of national resistance movements, homosexuals, and others. Imprisonment in a concentration camp was of unlimited duration, was not linked to a specific act, and was not subject to any judicial review.
conflagration: (n.) a large disastrous fire 
crematory (or crematorium): an establishment containing a furnace for reducing dead bodies to ashes by burning
crucible: (n.) a vessel in which a substance is heated to a high temperature

D













death's head: the skull insignia, worn on the collar lapel, for SS units that administered and guarded the concentration camps

E













emaciate: (v.) to cause to lose flesh so as to become very thin
F













fascism: a political movement that exalts the collective nation, and often race, above the individual and that advocates: a centralized totalitarian state headed by a charismatic leader; expansion of the nation, preferably by military force, forcible suppression and sometimes physical annihilation of opponents—real and perceived. Fascist states demand total personal commitment of the individual to the collective whole (nation, race) and often organize economic production around preparation for total war and extreme exploitation of occupied territories

G













Galicia: a province of Poland ruled by Habsburg Austria in the 19th Century and the Polish Republic between the two world wars. After World War II, Galicia became a part of West Ukraine.
Gestapo: the German Secret State Police, which was under SS control and command
ghetto: a confined area of a city in which members of a minority group are compelled to live because of social, legal, or economic pressure. The first exclusively Jewish ghetto was in Venice, Italy, in 1516.
Gypsy: a traditional term, sometimes perceived as pejorative, for Roma, a nomadic people, whose ancestors migrated to Europe from India. The authorities of Nazi Germany and its Axis partners persecuted and killed large numbers of Roma during the era of the Holocaust.

H













Haifa: a city of present day Israel, in the northwest, on the Bay of Haifa, an inlet of the Mediterranean Sea
harangued: (v.) to deliver a long pompous speech, especially one delivered before a gathering
Hasidic: pertaining to a Jewish sect of the second century B.C.E. opposed to Hellenism and devoted to the strict observance of the ritual law
Hasidism: a movement of Orthodox Judaism with strong mystical and emotional elements that developed among Eastern European Jews in the 18th Century. (Hasid: a member of the movement; Hasidic: pertaining to the movement)
hermetically sealed: airtight
Himmler, Heinrich: (1900–1945) Reichsfüehrer-SS and Chief of German Police, a position which included supreme command over the Gestapo, the concentration camps, and the Waffen-SS. After 1943, Minister of the Interior of Nazi Germany; principal planner for the attempt of Nazi Germany to kill all European Jews.
Hitler, Adolf: (1889–1945) Führer of the National Socialist Movement (1921–1945); Reich Chancellor of Germany 1933–1945; Führer of the German Nation (1934–1945)
Horthy, Admiral Miklós: (1868–1957) Regent of Hungary, 1920–1944., In March 1944, the Germans occupied Hungary and forced Horthy to relinquish power to pro-German elements prepared to deport the Hungarian Jews. In October 1944, Horthy was overthrown in an SS-backed coup that brought to power the Arrow Cross (Nyilas), a Hungarian fascist movement.


I













invective: (n.) insulting or abusive language 

J













Job: in the Old Testament, a man whose faith was severely tested by Satan, with God's permission. Figuratively, any long-suffering person can be said to be "as patient as Job."

K













Kabbalah (or kabbala or cabbala or cabala): a body of mystical teachings of rabbinical origin, often based on an esoteric interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures
Kaddish: a Jewish prayer recited in the daily synagogue services and by mourners after the death of a close relative
kapo: a concentration camp prisoner selected to oversee other prisoners on labor details. The term is often used generically for any concentration camp prisoner whom the SS gave authority over other prisoners.
Kaschau (German); Košice (Slovak); Kassa (Hungarian): the transport train carrying the Jews from Sighet makes a stop in Kaschau, a part of Slovakia that was annexed by Hungary in the autumn of 1938 and was returned to Slovakia in 1945.
Kommando: German word for detachment, here a detachment of concentration camp prisoners at forced labor

L













lorries: automotive trucks used especially for transporting freight
los: German for "Get moving!"

M













Maimonides: (1135–1204) Jewish rabbi, physician and philosopher
manacled: (v.) handcuffed
Mengele, Dr. Josef: (1911–1979) SS physician assigned to Auschwitz Concentration Camp; notorious for conducting so-called medical experiments on inmates, especially twins and dwarves
Messiah: the anticipated savior of the Jews
Muselman (Muselmann or musulman): German for "Muslim." Concentration camp slang for a prisoner who is so weak he appears apathetic about living or dying. Possibly derived from the perceived resemblance of a prisoner in a Muslim prayer position.

N













Nyilas Party: Hungarian for Arrow Cross, a fascist anti-Semitic party that assumed power in late 1944 and assisted the SS in deportations of Jews in the autumn of 1944

P













Passover: a Jewish holiday commemorating the Hebrews' liberation from slavery in Egypt
Pentecost: a Christian feast commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles
penury: (n.) severe poverty
pestilential: (adj.) deadly; poisonous
phylacteries either of two small square leather boxes containing slips inscribed with scriptural passages and traditionally worn on the left arm and on the head by Jewish men during morning weekday prayers
pipel: a young boy in the service of a kapo in the concentration camps 


R













Red Army: the Army of the Soviet Union
Rebbe: rabbi, usually refers to a Hasidic rabbi
Rosh Hashanah: the festival of the New Year in Judaism. Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and the eight days in between are special days of penitence. 

S













Shavuot: a Jewish holiday in commemoration of the revelation of the Ten Commandments at Mt. Sinai
Shekhinah: a visible manifestation of the divine presence as described in Jewish theology
SS: German; abbreviation for Schutzstaffel (literally, protection squads.) A paramilitary formation of the Nazi Party initially created to serve as bodyguard to Hitler and other Nazi leaders. It later took charge of domestic and foreign intelligence, the German police and the central security apparatus, the concentration camps and the systematic mass murder of Jews and other victims.
synagogue: in Judaism, a house of worship and learning

T













Talmud: collections of rabbinic commentary on biblical texts that form, with the Torah, the foundation for the religious laws of Judaism
Temple: the central place of worship for the Israelites. The first Temple was built in Jerusalem by King Solomon and destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.E. Seventy years later, after the Jews returned to Jerusalem, the Second Temple was built on the same site. This Second Temple was significantly enlarged and expanded during the First Century B.C.E.; the Romans destroyed it in 70 C.E.
tommy gun: submachine gun
Transylvania: a historical region of western Romania bounded by the Transylvanian Alps and the Carpathian Mountains. Part of Hungary from 1867 to 1918, it became part of Romania after World War I. The province was divided between Romania and Hungary in 1940, with northern Transylvania going to Hungary. Northern Transylvania was restored to Romania after World War II.
truncheons: a short stick or club carried by police

Y













yellow star: a badge featuring the Star of David (a symbol of Judaism) used by the Nazis during the Holocaust as a method of identifying Jews in Germany and in some areas occupied by the Germans
Yom Kippur: a Jewish holy day marked by fasting and prayer for the atonement of sins

Z













Zionism: a Jewish movement that arose in the late 19th century in response to growing anti-Semitism and European nationalism. One of its primary aims was to re-establish a Jewish homeland in Palestine.
Zohar: Hebrew meaning "splendor, radiance;" one of the major works of the Kabbalah.

Sources: 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum www.ushmm.org; The Columbia Encyclopedia Sixth edition, www.bartleby.com;; www.merriamwebster.com; American Heritage Dictionary; www.chipublib.org

Glossary terms found in Night by Elie Wiesel, translated from the French by Stella Rodway (Bantam, 1982) and a new translation by Marion Wiesel (Hill and Wang, 2006.) Terms and spellings may vary based on edition.

http://www.oprah.com/obc_classic/featbook/night/book/book_glossary_01.jhtml

