
 
When he was three years old, Mawi, his mother, brother, and sister walked from __________________ to __________________. 
He lived in ____________________ from 1980 to 1983.  But in 1983, his entire family was able to escape and came to the United 
States where they lived in _____________________. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tsege 
Mother 

Describe her using examples from the book:  

She was Ethiopian (pg. 89),____________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Significant Events: married Mawi’s father very young (he was  
almost 20 years older than her),_________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________ 
Father 

His job in Ethiopia:___________________________________ 

His job(s) in the United States:_________________________ 

Describe him using examples from the book:  

He was Eritrean (pg. 89),______________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Significant Events: ___________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

How does Mawi’s father die?___________________________ 

Mulu 
Half-sister 

Describe her using examples from the book:  
_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Significant Events: _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

 

____________________ 
Eldest brother 

Describe him using examples from the book:  
_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Significant Events: _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

What happens to him by the end of the book? 
_______________________________________________ 

 

Selamawi “Mawi” 
The narrator 

Where was Mawi born?_______________________________ 

Why did he leave his home?____________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

What does Mawi’s name mean?_________________________ 
Describe him using examples from the book:  
___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Significant Events: ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

From what university did Mawi graduate?________________ 

 

Mehret 
Younger sister  

Describe her using examples from the book:  
_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Significant Events: _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Hntsa 
Youngest Brother 

Where was Hntsa conceived? Was he also born there?  
_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

What does Hntsa’s full name mean?_________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Describe Hntsa: he liked  quarters (pg. 71),____________ 

 


